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The Use of Traditional with Non-traditional
Tales in the Classroom

Yi1-Chun Lin

Abstract

Man’s biases of their superiority to other races are one of the major causes that
triggered the two wars: World War One and Two. After humans suffered from pain and
loss caused by the two wars, humans began to understand that their overwhelming
sufferings were simply because they held biases in their minds. In order to co-exist
peacefully with other human beings and other races, it is important to eliminate
discrimination pertaining not only to race, but also to gender roles, social ranks, age
differences, and so on. By doing so, we can then create a harmonious global village for
everyone to co-exist in.

One of the ways to achieve this goal is to help children learn how and in what ways
tales can convey biases as well as how tales can create an impact on the conventional
concepts the readers have already mentally established. To do this, four groups of eight
tales in total are chosen and discussed. The purpose of this is to show how tales can help
construct biased concepts and how tales can also be used to help eliminate biases. These
four groups of tales are also selected and formed in order to investigate the issues
pertaining to general biases and specific biases such as race, gender roles, and social
classes or ranks. This study intends to suggest that if teachers try to use and share both
traditional and non-traditional (or subversive) tales with children in the class, they can
help children eliminate their biases. By doing so, hopefully, we can be led to the path
where an equal social structure can be created. Thereby, nations can have their peace.
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A dramatic change in the attitude towards children occurred shortly after the Second

World War. The collapse of totalitarian regimes at the end of the war also spelled the
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end of the old class systems — socialism was on the rise and education was seen as the
means of overcoming the ignorance and prejudice that had contributed to the war. (p.

19)
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The interrogative text refuses a single point of view, however complex and
comprehensive, but brings points of view into unresolved collision or contradiction.
It therefore refuses the hierarchy of discourses of classic realism, and no authorial or
authoritative discourse points to a single position which is the place of the coherence

of meaning. (p.92)
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‘I’m sorry I came into your houses,’ she said. ‘I ran away from the horrible queen and
I was so tired, I fell asleep.’

‘Don’t worry,” said the dwarves, ‘you can stay here. We go off to work every day.
You can help us with the house if you like.’

‘Oh thank you,’ said Snow White. ‘Then I will be safe from the horrible queen. I can

cook and clean and make the beds.” (Bradshaw, 2000, pp.15-16).
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AtLE2NF (The Paper Bag Princess)

ARSI T B (EE S — BRI L2 T A IKRE D AR A B A 1 (R e
FEDBEIRE - EREAERE 458 - AR » KT —&BKEE - S g
A TEFANRYIEY - I EFEHE o S EEIREZIEEKEE » fFFH(d -
HREAA ERETEAE M » BB SORE SO IS kR RHY © “Elizabeth decided to chase the
dragon and get Ronald back”(Munsch,1980). [H45 F7ctT il » I - &
BRI IRE - MBREE - WA EREE — RS - dpiZE b TS B
JEIBHEE K FE -

NERET—EDEI > dhee 7 2EKFEHZREPT - [HIEDKFEFF A E O > B
KA RATOAIZH T - HAEFERER - B IR FER T BRI e R
HEBA ~ i WU AIE DK HE » 2B i > IR0 AR R AR B e o MEDKRERR T AT DL

©




16 BYEAXIEER +Ttl RE-—OOFNA

TR T — LR BB AT EEARMGE R T > Bl — LR - 18— E AR L
RO T BUEKHER S = LSRR - KT/ NEE— (/N AL AR

N ERE T AGRIEKFERS " B R o] DUE TR N BREE ISR —F - IEKEE[RIE
s PATLL e ESE 0 BBk BE TIPS BRI — R B - A EREE LXK
ME K FEF R — > WK BE— Bk - B THE s RS R — AR > EEK(EK
& WOKBEEEERR T » —H MR BiiEE T -

SNEFFTRR - EEECKEERTRENA > BT BT T BEEETEE
NE S AMEARATES - FARAES RS E > s BT ELT/UERY - 4R
[EEAR GBE R HYIRE - YRAVBREZENTSS - RS REFEENRR - BEURFHEE
HIEAER > FEAREHK - o 557 AEREDSEREEE T T &M - 7RIy
RHRIR TS BB AR BT - R B GE — L HIEAY L7 EREE L2 AW A -
&ifEiE - ME A LAEEIEHAGUES o AR ERERI(EN: - B AR SE T H g
GEAEE > WHE R FOUEE R -

Elizabeth walked right over the dragon and opened the door to the cave.

There was Prince Ronald. He looked at her and said, “Elizabeth, you are a mess! You
smell like ashes, your hair is all tangled and you are wearing a dirty old paper bag.
Come back when you are dressed like a real princess.”

“Roland,” said Elizabeth, “you clothes are really pretty and your hair is very neat.
You look like a real prince, but you are a bum.”

They didn’t get married after all. (Munsch, 1980)
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JEFEH S FAELE (William's Doll)
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William wanted a doll. He wanted to hug it and cradle it in his arms and give it a
bottle and take it to the park and push it in the swing and bring it back home and
undress it and put it to bed and pull down the shades and kiss it goodnight and watch
its eyes close and then William wanted to wake it up in the morning when the sun
came in and start all over again just as though he were its father and it were his child.

(Zolotow, 1972, pp.5-10)

BN EENEE T —(EEERGH > BER SR EESERNERT] - BRI
FRIRMAER - MR(ES A FERIIN - [REENFZREft - Lt - FTE
BAEVEEEK > BBRFRREESTEEK > tWIRGITEER - (BRI - Z1& -
fr& & E T HE K G M D HR RS R S B AR R T - BERDUOKE
BrAR S B > B —(EE L - — RIS - BT B RGO IE -
YA MATBLEOKE - Z1% - AR AR o BRFEER ST > fthE
TEAHER AR — (R - SADERMER « " 1R - L Pyt B R RIS - B T —(
BURRTR A ELE - RN EE NSRS - HOE R - BB E - BB
SRE R A AN ] Bl Ry — AL SR

B R o Sk e A (g B A e B2 o 2 I S MR B A Y REUE AN s R - RS R ZIE]

vl



BifHEBENSENZNWAEE - KRB 19

BRREE S % > =0 - HEECHA R - BAERe G ORI
PR E B E CHINMZIREE » IS (AR AT R E G A SN ER TR S
EHFENZIE > GEFEEFERY > SEHEEAEEFINES) - HHIAIMLE
YHEENERERT > EE L BMthA "M ESREMAR - TR
HIHRIE - IRGFH INZ IS - MR A EREAEE R A A RBANERR, - E
TSt G IR B LB H AT FE AV RRERVEREHHE - SEHSEHRAVEEL -
AR | REI A A RS R W IS [ B -

TR (Puss in Boots)
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“Enough!” the emperor cried.
But Liang would not listen.
He drew so much wind, the boat keeled over and broke into a million pieces. The

emperor and the royal family sank to the bottom of the sea. (Demi, 1980)
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Oh, how happy she was! When Natasha went to work in the mornings, she and
Victor cleaned the little house together. When all of the tasks were done, Baba Yaga
took Victor to the edge of the woods. This was her favorite part of the day.

She pulled Victor into her lap. As she cradled him there, she told him wondrous tales
and legends of the great forest. She sang him songs that he had never heard before.
Then they would just sit there together and daydream without words at all. (Polacco,

1993)
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