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The Basic Driving Force of Cultural
Change—Cognitive  Science Oriented

Exploration

Jui-Wen Yu *, Huann-Ming Chou **

* The Truth-charity-beauty Education Foundation
**Department of Mechanical Engineering, Kun Shan University

Abstract

Cultural change refers to the alienation produced when the value system followed by
human beings has changed. From the structure of driving force involved in cultural change,
its force comes from two aspects: 1. Social force, which is a cultural value system already
existing in a society, the external shaping force that molds the “cognitive schema” of each
society member, 2. Cognitive force, which is the internal shaping force operating during a
society member’s cognition, internalization, adaptation and adjustment to the existing system
of cultural value. From the perspective of the origin of driving force, “social force” comes
from society members;without society members, “social force” itself would have no driving
force; it comes with the function of “cognitive force”; therefore, “social force” is passive.
Although strongly affected by “social force,” “cognitive force” has active self-cognition and
the power of adjustment. Because of adjustment, this individual cognition forms the model of
collective cultural cognition, which is the “social force.” However, “social force” has no real
vitality. Its vitality actually comes from the combination of individuals, who have real vitality.
Therefore, “social force” is the passive force that is shaped collectively by the group, while
“cognitive force” is the active force that has real vitality.

Because of its character of multiple levels, in this article,cognitive science is used as a
main clue to explore the basic driving force of cultural change and the origin of driving force.
Through the “Inter-Disciplinary”, cognitive science breaks through the wvarious barriers
among biology, physics, neuroscience, psychology, anthropology, etc. In addition, the
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research subject of cognitive science is about mental phenomena. All humanities, arts and
social science are concerned with mental phenomena, which are neglected by the field of
material science. This way of thinking and research in cognitive science that integrates many
fields of study has never been applied in the past. From the cognitive science oriented
exploration, this article examines the discussions on cultural change by sociology and
psychology as well as their mutual involvement with cognitive science. Then, the author
explores the basic driving force of cultural change, namely mental functions and the three
levels of mental schema, which include the consciousness, the unconscious and the original
entity of mind.

However, an exploration into the original entity of mind via cognitive science belongs to
“ldeo-Materialism,” and it will make the research direction of cognitive science fall into a
predicament of “materialism” substantially. Therefore, this article proposes the Buddhist view
that the eighth vijnana is the origin of all mental functions to help remedy the theoretical
deficiency of cognitive science. The eighth vijnana belongs to neither mind nor material, yet
can give rise to mind and material as well as all mental functions. It is possible for everyone
to personally verify the eighth vijnana, which is the original entity of mental schema. This
article thinks that the “positivist ontology” of the eighth vijnana proposed by Buddhism is in
perfect accordance with the positivist spirit of science. Hopefully, this approach can provide a
vital clue to researches in cognitive science with a new thinking. We believe that all the
suggestions useful to researches in cognitive science will be accepted based on its spirit of
“Inter-Disciplinary”. Owing to the limitation of topic and space, this article can merely
provide the “positivist ontology” of the eighth vijnana through a rough idea of Positivist
Buddhism for researchers of cognitive science to think in a different way. For detailed
discussion, a special article on this topic will be needed in the future study.

Keywords: cultural change, social force, cognitive force, cognitive science, mental functions,

consciousness, unconscious, ontology, eighth vijnana
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