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Initial exploration on Dunhuang seasonal festivity
poetry

Zeng, Yu-Huei*  Yung Hwei-er**

*Lecturer, Center of General Education, Kun Shan University
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Abstract

Since the pre-gin times in China, people started to practice the singing of seasonal poetry.
Within (the book of songs. zheng feng. gin wei river) , it had descriptions and pictorial images
that, among the civilians while celebrating Shun-Yi festival, the youth of both male and female
got together at gin and wei rivers and celebrated. Seasonal and folklore activities provide rich
nutrients to the creation of poetry. Seasonal festivity poetries are also retained in the literary
forms containing both the folklore images as well as cultural meanings.

This thesis adopted the seasonal festivity poetries from the fragments of Dunhuang poetries as
the scope of this research. And this thesis also discussed the contents as well as the
characteristics with the expectation to unearthing its inner meanings and values. Nonetheless,
within the texts, there were mostly artworks from scribes originated from the central plain region,
and their focal points mainly rested at the author’s subjective emotions. From these, we became
to be aware of the cognitive levels, the scope of reading and the appreciation and interest for the
literati at Dunhuang area as opposed to the seasonal festivity poetries; which were rather close to
the seasonal festivity poetries of traditional scribes. In the mean time, we found that it managed
to retain the folklore elements of Dunhuang within the ritual of the book, but rarely record in the
form of poetry. This reflects the poetry format tended to be leaning toward the side of teaching
and practicality. The indigenous poets at Dunhung were not able to develop the creation
awareness with subjective consciousness, which meant that they could not use poetry as the
means to define the existential values and these had not occurred at the scribes’ level of central
plain region.

Keyword : Seasonal, Dunhuang poetry , solar terms
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