39
Journal of Da-Yeh University, Vol. 11, No. 2, pp. 39-54 (2002)

112

A Primary Analysis of the EU’s Path in Developing
AutonomousAction Capability

WAN-BAU WU
Liberal Arts Center, Da-Yeh University
112, Shan-Jiau Rd., Da-Tsuen, Changhua, Taiwan

ABSTRACT

Since the end of the Cold War, a security and defense policy has become one of the most
discussed issues within the EU. In 1999, the EU Maastricht Summit formally decided to form and
develop a Common Foreign and Security Policy and, at the proper time, to develop a common
defense policy. The decisions made in Maastricht not only demonstrated the EU’s responses to the
challenges derived from the end of Cold War confrontation, but also brought the European integrative
process into the sensitive zone of national sovereignty — foreign policies, security and defense.  The
aim of developing a common foreign, security and defense policy is to make the EU capable of
playing an international role comparable to its economic performance.

The EU is an economic organization, not amilitary alliance. What it did in Post-Maastricht in

i



It has been
criticized for lack of political will and instruments. Hence, the EU has failed to respond to

trying to improve its action capability has received more criticism than applause.

Post-Cold War challenges and to resolve the conflictsin Europe. The year 1999 was a turning point,
at which time the EU member states expressed clearly their political will in developing autonomous
action capability by pledging to construct a rapid-action force which can implement the Petersberg
Tasks.

autonomous action capability and due to the specific problems the Europeans encountered, the EU

Nonetheless, due to the Americans suspicion about the European attempts to develop

has a long way to go until it can actually make use of its autonomous action capability to implement
the Petersberg Tasks.
Key Words: European Union, European Integration, Common Foreign and Security Policy, European
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