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ABSTRACT

This article examines the main compounds, sensory evaluation, consumers’ preferences and
consumer behavior in the consumption of Chinese spirits. A qualitative method, using document
analysis and direct quotations, was used to collect data for this research.
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That consumers prefer the refreshing fragrance type of Chinese spirits is the thesis presented.

This type has excellent flavor due to the presence of ester compounds. An analysis of these spirits
revealed total esters> 100 mg/100ml, ethyl acetate + ethyl lactate/ total esters > 95%; ethyl acetate >
ethyl lactate, total esters / total alcohol = 0.8~7.0. Sorghum liquors, by far the most consumed
digtillate in Taiwan, have a superb flavor and taste. The commercia product is basically composed

of ethanol (between 30% and 50% v/v), water and aroma compounds. Producers of spirits have their

products evaluated at various tasting events for the purpose of attracting the attention of consumers.

This contribution introduces an approach to estimating the optimal price for anew flavor.

Key Words: Chinese spirits, sorghum liquor, volatile compound anaysis, sensory evaluation,

consumer behavior
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