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ABSTRACT

The result of a cognitive process, a symbol is a type of channel for visual communication. For

complicated thinking behaviors, designers concretize and visualize abstract concepts. Visual design
is one of the major elements in the formation and construction of meaning. Cognition is the key to
constructing the communication of a message (symbolic design). For visual designers,
communication and the visual cognition thereof are the ultimate goals. Designers need not only seek
unique expression of visual beauty but also achieve an organic goal in visual communication,
wherein, as a result, symbolic communication and cognition are required to reduce the cognitive noise
in the process.

The Swiss linguist Saussure has stated that “symbols are combined with the signifier and the
signified” to explain that symbols consist of the combination of formation and concept. He also
discussed an arbitrary concept of symbols to illustrate the interaction between meanings and
formation. By using concrete surface features transferred to abstract meaning to design cognitive
procedures for symbolic design, an operational model of symbolic and cognitive design is explored.
The purpose of this study was to understand the cognition and transference utilized by designers in
the process of symbolic formation of meanings. On the basis of semiotics and cognitive psychology,
a set of systemized-design operational methods was arranged and a study of designers' “meaning” and
“formation” in symbolic design applied to the basic structure of visual cognition. The basic
structure of both visual cognition and the creation of visual design procedures was used to explore the
structural relationships among visual symbol formation, meanings and cognition.

Key Words: semiotic, cognitive psychology, visual (mark) design
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