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ABSTRACT

Several eco-trails are connected in series to form a green campus at Da-Yeh University, located
at the foothills of the Ba-Gua Mountains. Eco-trails provide ecological experiences and can be used to
host relevant courses and activities on environmental education. In this study, a field investigation
explored the eco-friendliness of campus eco-trails. Eco-trails were evaluated on 15 criteria regarding
four aspects: safety, environmental impact, systemized infrastructure, and environmental
harmonization. The results revealed that two eco-trails had levels of “consistent,” one eco-trail had
the level of “slightly consistent,” and one eco-trail had the level of “to be improved.” Major assets of

eco-friendly trails were step aids for slopes over 15°, trimmed shrubs, respect for original topography,
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appropriate trail widths, mixes of gentle and steep slopes, and trails covered with foliage. Main
shortcomings of the eco-trails were cliff edges without safety railings, concrete or asphalt pavement
(rather than soft pavement) at the starting and ending points, monotonous scenery, lack of narration
services, artificial facilities, and urban materials (such as concrete). This evaluation can help the
university alleviate some of the defects of its eco-trails. Eco-trails can benefit environmental
education during the process of green campus construction.

Key Words: Eco-trail, environmental education, eco-friendliness
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