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ABSTRACT

In 1996 Mclaughlin, in his book: "Competence in Social Work Practice", indicated that
"legislative knowledge" is one of the six areas of social work knowledge. More complete links and
integration between the fields of social work competence and legislative knowledge will rely on further
analysis. This paper hopes to localize Mclaughlin’s view through taking the custody-decision system,
which integrates judicial and social work, as an example and exchanging the learning experience of law
and social work fields from the two authors. Firstly, we try to find the convergence points of legislative
knowledge and social work competence by compiling the literature and framing the system based on the
different levels of social work skills, knowledge, values and advocacy. Secondly, this article hopes to
discover the needs and seeks the opportunities of further integration of social work and legal knowledge
from a case study of a foreign spouses fighting for children’s custody.
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