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“Body” and “Space” in Akutagwa Ryunosuke’s
Kappa

Wang Hsiu-Hsien
Lecture of Department of Applied Japanese Studies, Mingdao University

Abstract

When the hero “I” fell into Kappa no Kuni, he repeatedly saw the many different phenome-
non from the secular world, including father’s giving power to a baby by asking whether it was to
be born and male Kappa silent acceptance of female Kappa’s pursuit. Issues like these originated
from the doctrine of Kappa’s belief deity-- Inochi no ki. “To live vigorously” enables the material-
ized Kappa to bring the greatest benefit to capitalism.

Inochi no ki created Kappa’s body and decided the specialty of Kappa world, which led to
Kappa’s inability to solve problems because of the belief. This study tries to analyze the implied
meaning and beliefs in the Kappa story and family in Kappa no kuni in terms of its body and
metaphors on the bases of former studies. Further, this study tries to explore the “I” and the rela-

tionship of the world that “T” lived in.

Key words: Kappa, Akutagwa Ryunosuke, Body, Space, Belief
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