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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to understand the status of current research
within master theses and doctoral dissertations on the tea industry of our nation.
Article searches had been conducted through the “National Digital Library of
Thesis and Dissertations in Taiwan” with the first article appearing in 1969, and
until 2011, a total of 692 pertinent articles. Content analysis had been applied,
and the basic information, level of oxidation, tea studies library classifications
and index, place of origin, subject classification, research methods, and number of
keywords were placed under descriptive statistical analysis, and doing referential
statistics on the elements that affect number of theses writtings. The research
results are as follows: The number of theses and dissertations has risen each year;
theses and dissertations were mainly produced at National Taiwan University and
National Chung Hsing University. Most projects were advised by one advisor,
and consisted majorly of master theses. Willingness to allow downloads of entire
articles was low, and average citation numbers were on the lower side of the scale.
In terms of categorizing by level of oxidation, the main of theses and dissertations
could not be categorized as such, evidence that research projects have not been
focused on the area of specific levels of oxidation, and are mostly concerned with
comprehensive examinations on the general tea industry. According to the tea
studies library classifications and index, the first category consisted majorly of the

health benefits of tea, followed by tea industrialization. No research projects had
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been found to discuss tea related article translations. In terms of place of origin in
tea production, most theses and dissertations did not specify place of origin. Of
those that did specify place of origin, the majority of locations were respectively
Central Taiwan, Northern Taiwan, followed by non-domestic regions and Southern
Taiwan, and lastly Eastern Taiwan. In terms of subject classification, the majority
of theses and dissertations were produced at National educational institutes.
Within the category of National educational institutes, most were higher education
institutes, and the same goes for the category of private educational institutes. In
terms of research method, most employed the quantitative research method. In
terms of number of keywords, most listed between three to five. Finally, policies
in changes in industry structure, and enabling downloads of complete articles have
had no significant impact on the number of articles produced.

Key Words: Tea; Literature review; Content analysis; Tea studies library
classification and index
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