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Postcolonial / Power / Knowledge: Using Disney cartoon
""Pocahontas" as a study object

Hung-wen Huang

NTCU Department of Language and Literacy Education, Doctoral candidate

Abstract

"Pocahontas” was a Walt Disney animation. Theme song of the film won Oscar
Awards for best movie soundtrack, best original score and the Golden Globe Awards.
The music of the movie is fascinating, but the plot of the movie is more worth
exploring. The study used text analysis and attempted to analyze the animation text. It
used post-colonialism and the concept of knowledge and power relations by Foucault
to investigate the relationship between the leading actress of Pocahontas and her own
ethnic clan or other races. In the process in which it showed the male and female,
colonial empires and colonies, as well as power struggles between the various ethnic
groups, also showed that female pursued self-destiny and in the meantime interacted
with power between people around. In the process how power and knowledge were
transformed from conflicts and tensions into harmony and integration. Researcher
attempted through the analysis of text and discussions, emphasizing all the people must
have the concept of "community of destiny”, and conveying concepts as follows,
people should understand each other, to be tolerant, to eliminate misunderstanding and

to avoid hurting each other.
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