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The Change in Cooperative Relationship Between Japan and the ASEAN-The Path
from “Peaceful Nation” to “Normal Nation”
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After WWII, the Peace Constitution of Japan led the country onward to the path
of becoming a “peaceful nation”. Japanese war reparations to Southeast Asia also
became an opportunity for it to venture into the Southeast Asian markets. During
the 1970s, Japan demonstrated its superior economic strength through the triad of
“aid, trade, and investment.” However, five Southeast Asian countries subsequently
created the ASEAN (the Association of Southeast Asian Nations) in 1967 in an
effort to safeguard their nations’ interests while protecting their domestic economic
development through this strategic alliance. In an attempt to improve the strained
trade and economic ties between Japan and Southeast Asian countries, Japanese
Prime Minister Takeo Fukuda proposed his Fukuda Doctrine in August 1977.

With Chinese economic reforms during the 1980s, an ideal environment for
peaceful exchanges in East Asia emerged to mitigate the tension of the Cold
War between the East and West. Nevertheless, demand for becoming a “normal
nation” began to vocalize within Japan. After the Cold War, U.S. troops withdrew
from Southeast Asian regions, and this made the roles played by Japan and China
even more important. This was evident in the 1997 Asian financial crisis when
Japan offered USD 30 billion as emergency relief, as well as other factors such as
the resilience of the RMB against deflation, Korea's setbacks, and so forth. This
prompted the ASEAN to reach out to Japan, China, and Korea to form the regional
cooperative organization ASEAN plus Three in order to further strengthen ASEAN
regions.

In the wake of the September 11 attacks in the United States, the U.S. has
once again emphasized the value of military strength in Asia and expressed
its wishes for Japan to shoulder more responsibility to protect (R2P). Due to
human rights issues, Philippines President Rodrigo Duterte chose to keep the
nation’s diplomatic distance from the U.S. in October of 2016, thus he promptly
visited China and Japan to seek the two nations’ support. This also reflects the
influence Japan has over the ASEAN. The purpose of this paper is to analyze the
characteristics of Japan’s diplomatic policies with the ASEAN in this specific period.

KeywordsiJapanese foreign policy, ASEAN, Peaceful Nation, Normal Nation,
Fukuda Doctrine
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