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Relationship between “True Man” and “True Wisdom”

in “The Great and Original Teacher” in the zhuangzi

Lin Yu-Hsiang

Master’s Student, Graduate Institute of the Department of Chinese Literature, National Taipei University

Abstract

This paper investigates the relationship between “true man” and “true wisdom” and the
relationship between “heaven and humanity not overcoming each other” with them. As a result,
this interpretation on the basis of the extant text presents a different approach from that of the
traditional commentators on the Zhuangzi.With respect to the above-mentioned “true man,”
“true wisdom,” and “heaven and humanity not overcoming each other,” this paper focuses on
investigating the relationship among the three from the perspective of Zhuangzi’s view of nature.
The author first explores the meaning of “true man” and explains that the true man embodies
“Dao (the Way)” in the ideal personality in the lifeworld. This is followed by an investigation of
the meaning of “true wisdom” and an explanation of the relationship between heaven and
humanity as one of mutual subordination; in this respect, there is a great correlation between
“true wisdom” and “heaven and humanity not overcoming each other.” Thirdly, the author
investigates the meaning of “heaven and humanity not overcoming each other,” which resonates
with the preceding “true man” and “true wisdom.” The feature of this paper, which investigates
the relationship between “true man,” “true wisdom, “ and “heaven and humanity not
overcoming each other,” lies in its putting forward opinions differing from those of traditional
commentators on the Zhuangzi on the basis of the extant text. It presents the thought of
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Zhuangzi’s view of nature, linking up “true man,” “true wisdom,” and “heaven and humanity

not overcoming each other,” and in turn bringing out the important framework of his view of

nature.
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