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APPLICATION OF AFFORDANCE CONCEPT ON PRODUCT DESIGN

Li-Hao Chen, Chang-Franw Lee and Ming-Chyuan Ho

Graduate School of Design
Nationa Y unlin University of Science and Technology
Yunlin, Taiwan 64002, R. O. C.

ABSTRACT

The extended discussion of affordance concept on applying to product design has
quite different aspects from the original concept proposed by Gibson, but its appli-
cability on product design has been expanded. The affordance concept could be
classified into three directions by reviewing the related literatures, functional affor-
dance, physica affordance and conventional affordance, as the core of this study.
We argue that the applicability and extensibility of affordance concept on product
design by identifying application of different affordances to product design. The
coffee maker as a test sample and the result show that designers not only apply
physical affordances to design on the parts of a product but also conventional affor-
dances. For consideration of designing a coffee maker, the physical affordances are
more than conventional affordances.

Keywords : affordance, product design
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