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ABSTRACT

As one of a series of studies to investigate the career guidance needs and guidance
models of ID students in universities of Taiwan, this paper aims to understand the
reasons that students chose ID as their major and the sources where they got ID in-
formation, then to further probe into the career difficulties they confronted during
their study. Eight focus groups with a total of fifty-six ID students from two univer-
sities were interviewed. The focus groups consisted of freshmen and senior students;
graduates of junior colleges and of senior high schools; and students graduated from
vocational high schools with and without a design background. The interview results
reveal that the reasons that students chose ID as their major can be classified into
personal, social, economic, realistic, and departmental factors. The sources where
they got ID information are 1. from some other persons, 2. publications and media,
and 3. other channels. Based on the above-mentioned information, this study further
analyzes the career difficulties of ID students as follows: 1. Students entering ID
programs are not necessarily because they are interested in design. 2. Students with
various backgrounds might not possess aptitudes for ID. 3. Students presume that ID
majors don’t have to cram for studies and exams. 4. Students have insufficient un-
derstanding about themselves. 5. Students are not familiar with ID job opportunities
and career outlook. 6. Students are only interested in part of the ID contents. 7. Stu-
dents are not sure whether they fit the ID profession or not. Based on the findings,
some suggestions about industrial design education and further research are thus
proposed.

Keywords : industrial design, design education, career difficulties, choice for major,
information sources
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