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A STUDY ON THE SKETCHING ACTIVITY OF GRAPHIC DESIGN

Hui-Hsia Chen and Manlai You

Graduate School of Design
National Yunlin University of Science and Technology
Y unlin, Taiwan 64002, R. O. C.

ABSTRACT

Based on literature review findings of architectural design and industrial design, this
study confirms that freehand sketching is a key to idea generation and sketching ac-
tivity enhances the production of ideas. Hence, freehand sketching is much used in
conceptual design of new product development. The basic function of sketching here
is to generate promising new design concepts. In graphic design, however, few
studies emphasize sketching in conceptual design. Therefore, this study aims to
propose a systematic and quantitative method in evaluating graphic designer's
sketching at conceptual design stage. By observing and analyzing sketching activi-
ties during ideation of graphic design, this study attempts to understand how graphic
designers identify a creative process and then adopt appropriate means for support-
ing creative conceptual design. With one experiment and a video/audio retrospective
protocol, this study identifies five characteristics of design sketch activity: 1. total
number of sketches generated; 2. transformation interaction (lateral thinking and
vertical thinking) employed while sketching; 3. complexity of sketches; 4. the de-
velopment approach designers adopt during concept generation and 5. iconic sign.
This study elucidates the development of these five characteristics as representative
evaluation of design activity, to assist inductive and systematic analysis of a graphic
designer’s sketching. Based on this information, it can provide a reference gist for
design education training and designer selection.

Keywords : sketch, sketching, conceptual design, design process
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