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AN EXPERT'S CONCEPTUAL MAP DEVELOPING MODE
OF CHARACTER ANIMATION STORY IDEATION

Pei-Fen Wu, Jen Yen and Kuang-Yi Fan

Graduate School of Design
National Yunlin University of Science and Technology
Yunlin, Taiwan 64002, R. O. C.

ABSTRACT

The expert’s conceptual map of character animation ideation is researched in this
study. The modified Interactive Qualitative Analysis (M-IQA) approach is used to
collect data to diagnose the cognitive. Ten elements that influence the ideation from
experts are identified to produce a Conceptual Map of Affinity Relationship. The
conclusion is summarized as following: 1. Experts would pay attention on the rela-
tionship between audience, story and character on the animation ideation; 2. The
Primary Driver affinity is “Story Content” and “Audience Psychology” , the
Second Driver affinity is “Metaphor” and “Character Risk” on the animation
story ideation; 3. It is found that experts would ponder and keep on recurring in
story ideation from Conceptual Map; 4. “Metaphor” and “Character Conflict” is
the causality for each other on the recurring ideation, that would guide story to be
expandable; 5. Both “Character Risk” and “Character Conflict” are the most pri-
ority affinities to be designed than the “Character Style” on Character Design.

Keywords : story, character animation, conceptual map, ideation, expert
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