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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to explore the problem-solving process of graduate
project. Based on grounded theory, the researchers investigated students' patterns of
problem-solving in graduate project courses taken by 103 senior students from the
Department of Visual Communication Design. To discover the features of the stu-
dents applied in their creativity development and construct a problem-solving model
for their graduate projects, one-academic year of observation and recordings were
conducted. The major findings for this study were; 1. The problem-solving process
of each graduate’s project has feature of spiral circles. 2. It appears that the process
has individual spira circles and jumping phenomena; and 3. The spiral prob-
lem-solving model constructed by this study is feasible in working situations. As a
result, this study has pedagogical implications in problem-solving for educational
practitioners.

Keywords : problem-solving, spiral mode, graduate project, design education, creativity
development
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