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ABSTRACT

This study aims to discuss how children express their concepts about warning picto-
graphs through drawings, in order to adopt children’s perspectives based on their
representation of these pictographs. Results of the study can serve as references for
designing child safety pictographs. This study conducted field investigation on 54
children aged between 4 and 6 to examine their perception about the meanings of
these warning pictographs, under the theme of “do not play with fire”. It involved
two steps: 1. representation of warning pictographs: children were asked to draw
pictographs that they perceive as most dangerous; 2. interview on warning picto-
graphs: children were invited to express their views about the meanings of these
pictographs. The children’s’ drawings were classified and analyzed. Results suggest
that:

(1) Among children in all age groups, six-year-old children exhibit tendency to draw
pictures with dangerous context; five-year-old children tend to draw palms as
signs of danger; four-year-old children tend to draw fire as warnings.

(2) In terms of the visual representation of warning, 3rd grade kindergarten children
tend to use “symbol” to express their concept, such as cross and palms; 2nd
grade kindergarten children tend to use “motion,” such as palms, to express their
ideas; 1st grade kindergarten children cannot use pictographs to express their

perception.

Keywords : warning pictographs, expression style, children’s drawings, preschool children,
visual representation
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