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Abstract

This study sets out to clarify the categorization of Antiques in the Cultural
Heritage Preservation Act of the Republic of China (hereafter referred to as “the Act”)
through the Italian philosopher in restoration. Cesare Brandi’s theory of restoration.
Under the examination based on Brandi’s “three instances”, “triple-layer time,” and
two prominent “reference systems,” the key value for some of the “arts” and most of
the “utensils of life or civility” in the category of antiques is not defined clearly. In
addition, the “categories” included in the Declaration Table for Antiques Registry and
Designation does not convey the “value” of antiques, the “standard” and the
“attribution” do not echo each other, and moreover, “the description of the
characteristics” does not bring out the “positioning.” Consequently, the term “antiques”
fails to capture and present the tangible and intangible value of an object, and is thus

unable to come into people’s mind.

This article suggests that under the framework of the Act, “categorization,” just
like “restoration”, reflects people’s interpretation of “antiques”. It could be said that
“categorization” is a re-creation of cultural heritage. Therefore, it is necessary to
encourage discussion and research focusing on the nature and characteristics of
“antiques,” then establish the methodology for emphasizing and promoting the defined

G

value of the “arts,” “utensils of life or civility,” “books and documents,” and “other
antiques” — the four major categories of antiques defined in the Act. Subsequently, it
will help determine the approach and manner for antique preservation, and eventually
provide appropriate and comprehensive protection for “antiques” through the

registration and designation.

Keywords: Cesare Brandi, restoration philosophy, the Cultural Heritage Preservation
Act, antiques, categorization.
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