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Abstract

Due to the 228 incident and the Kuomintang authoritarian regime, almost no film
work on ethnic issues was seen in Taiwan in the 1950s. Instead, only a few films were
produced as political propaganda by the official. In 1961, however, The Greatest Civil
War on Earth filmed by Hong Kong director Wang Tian-lin, which portrayed the
ethnic conflict and reconciliation in a witty and humorous manner, unexpectedly
motivated Taiwanese directors in filming ethnic issues. Among them, Li Xing’s Good
Neighbors and Bai Ke’s Romance at Lung Shan Temple both explored the phenomenon
of generation gap and ethnic intermarriage, dealing with the highly controversial
dispute between Chinese Mainlanders and Taiwanese with a comic touch.

Based on the analysis of the visual representation such as costume and production
design, this article compares the ethnic issues in the movies of Hong Kong and Taiwan
in the early 1960s with the following three findings. The first is that there is no conflict
of interest caused by ethnic differences in Hong Kong. On the contrary, in Taiwan, the
plot of Mainlanders having more advantage than Taiwanese appears in ethnic power
relations. Secondly, it is the ethnic intermarriage of young generations that results in
the ethnic reconciliation of old generations in Hong Kong, while in Taiwan the old
generations always take command of shaping the ethnic identity. Finally, when
discussing the ethnic issues, it is found that although Hong Kong and Taiwan have
different cultural backgrounds, an imagined Western ethnic and culture continues to
emerge in the process of constructing ethnic identities. Therefore, this “third party”
becomes a crucial part in the discussion.

Keywords: Ethnic consciousness, Production Design, Adaptation, The Greatest Civil
War on Earth, Good Neighbors, Romance at Lung Shan Temple
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