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Abstract

Traditional Chinese music has been introduced to Taiwan for long. People in Tainan
usually hold all kinds of religious ceremonies in communities or the countryside for the
cause of beliefs or festivals, or the government and civilians would celebrate together
holidays, like Chinese New Year, Mothers’ Day, Dragon Boat Festival, Mid-Autumn
Festival and Beer Festivals...etc. Through field investigation, we find that many local
Chinese music orchestras are usually formed voluntarily to perform, which intrigues my
interest in exploring further the condition of these orchestras.

This paper will discuss the development of Chinese music orchestras in Tainan,
starting from the observation on the industry of Chinese music orchestras which have
been formed by local communities, temples or private organizations in Tainan. First, the
paper will analyze the number of the school clubs of Chinese music in Tainan and how
they have been established. Then, the changes and variations of how these orchestras
have been formed will be noted based on their interior organization structures. Third, the
phenomena of the popularity of Chinese music orchestras among people will be
discussed based on the increasing number of the orchestras. Lastly, the paper will discuss
the development of Chinese music orchestras in Tainan based on analyzing the locations,
content, and functions of their performances.

This paper will analyze, based on the data collected via field investigation, the
performing occasions of Chinese music orchestras, including local festivals or rituals,
temple fairs, non-profit activities and so on. Hopefully, this paper might be referential to
researchers in related fields to note the development of Chinese music in Tainan from
the sociological perspective.

Keywords: Chinese music, Chinese music orchestras, Local Chinese music orchestras,
Community activities
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