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The inner meaning of Zhu=Xi’s philosopfical poetry

Kang Yun-Shan, Associate Professor
Center for General Education, Southern Taiwan University of Technology

Abstract

Zhu—Xi wrote forty—six philosophical poetries. Except for a small portion of these poetries , most of them
can be divided in two main subjects that evidence the philosophical thinking of Zhu—Xi : the moral and rational
logos , which is the source of the universe and maintains the power that master the world ; the theory about
human’s mind and human nature — in moralistic meaning.

There are forteen portries written by Zhu—Xi are on the subject of Logos , which are selected to be analysed
in this dissertation. Before the main body of this article , the inner meaning of “philosopfical poetry” is
interpreted as a prolegomenon.

“philosophical poetry” , whose key feature is the fusion of natural phenomenon and philosophical
thinking , not only occurs to readers the inner poetry , but also teach them various kinds of philosophical theories.
These thinking are contained in Zhu—Xi's forteen poetries that are on the subject of Logos: the idea of tai chi ; the
practice of Logos ; the operation of “yin and yang” system — yin and yang are contraries and form the
universe — and it’s application to microcosm. Readers can also find these theories : First , Logos is universal and
unchangeable , but everyman, created by it, is individual and has his own personality and different kind of human
nature. Second , all kinds of phenomenon are the reification of Logos. Both of Logos and it’s reification are
united as one.

In this dissertation , Zhu—Xi’s philosophical theories are cited to question these poetries.

Key words : Zhu—Xi, philosophical poetry , tai chi, the practice of Logos, the application of “yin and yang”
system to microcosm , the universal Logos and different kinds of human nature , Logos and it’s reification

are united as one.
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