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The Expression of the Self Concept in Zhu-Xi Poetry

Yun-San Kang

Center for General Education, Southern Taiwan University of Science and Technology
Abstract

“Self” is an important issue in religion, philosophy and psychology from past to present. Self could be
divided into the “transcendent self” and the “experiential” self. The transcendent self is viewed by religion and
philosophy as the immortal truth of self and is the basis of the experiential self. Besides, the transcendent self is
the aim of ethical practice. On the other hand, the experiential self constitutes the main part of our real life. It
creates our whole life, too. Furthermore, the experiential self could be classified into the moral self, the cognitive
self and the affective self.

Zhu-Xi’s moral self, cognitive self and affective self were developed extremely. His affective self was
disclosed through his hobbies of poetry-writing, drinking and travelling. However, because of his great effort on
moral and academic promotion, Zhu-Xi’s moral self and cognitive self were more apparent than his affective self.
The two selves of Zhu-Xi were also rendered in his poetry. The essay aims to study the expression of Zhu-Xi’s
self state in his poetry in light of the three aspects of moral self, cognitive self and affective self.
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