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Harmony but no Flock, Separation but no Seclusion:
On the Significance of Gregariousness in
Countryside School on Book of Lyrics by Chien,
Cheng-zhi
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Department of General Education, Army Academy R.O.C.

Abstract

“Gregariousness” refers to tendency to live in groups; meanwhile, Confucius said, “Never be gregarious
with birds and animals.”Chien, Chen-chi (AD 1612-1693) as a long-lived adherent of Ming Dynasty refused to
serve Ching Dynasty all his lifetime but dedicated himself to many fabulous works as follows: Countryside
School on Book of Changes, Countryside School on Book of Lyrics, Countryside Essays, Countryside Poems,
etc., among which Countryside School on Book of Lyrics was the annotation of Book of Lyrics. As we can see,
his articles and work Countryside School on Book of Lyrics represent a paradox; that is, he did not show his
resentment of drastic tragedies in life such as a home shattered and a country overthrown but revealed his

“peacefulness” and “mellowness” in poems and essays in his ate later days. Given what is mentioned above,
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gregariousness in Chien’s Countryside School on Book of Lyrics indicates two strata of significance: Preaching

by valuing oneself, compliance by commitment to oneself, and Bo-yi’s heart with implicit affection rather than

explicit love.

Keywords: Chien, Chen-chi, Adherent of Ming Dynasty, Countryside School on Book of Lyrics, Book of
Lyrics, Association/observation/affiliation/resentment
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