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A Tentative View of the 1911 Revolution as an
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Abstract

In terms of historical facts, the 1911 Revolution wasn’t a successful revolution. It is called an “incomplete
revolution” for its failure to complete the second phase of uniting China after completing the first phase of political
revolution, that is, overthrowing autocratic monarchy of China. Why did the revolution led by Dr. Sun Yat-sen
not succeed on the first strike? This article argues that the reason was because China was lacking of full knowledge
and acceptance of the new mindset of revolution. Although thousands years of autocratic monarchy was
overthrown, the old regime was still lingering. Dr. Sun Yat-sen hoped to build republicanism in China via
revolution and he cooperated with the societies representing the old regime due to the lack of an organized
revolution military force. The societies, which played a vital role in the revolution, belonged to the old regime;
however, the old thinking of the societies became a burden of the Republic and an obstacle which Dr. Sun Yat-
sen desperately wanted to remove after the revolution. The approach this article uses is borrowed from
Tocqueville’s “L'Ancien Régime et la Révolution (The Old Regime and the French Revolution).”
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