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Ghastly, Desolate and Lucid——on Turquoise Color
in Eileen’s Chang’s “The Golden Cangue” and
“Agarwood Incense: The First Censer” of Eileen
Chang’s Short Story

Cheng Jung, Ko
Chinese Literature Department, National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

Eileen Chang’s short stories are brimmed over with various colors. She acknowledged that in her texts
irregular contrast of colors such as “bright green and mauve pink” served as a technique of expression. The
turquoise color, however, seldom shows up in her early short stories. Interestingly enough, it is shown repeatedly
in “The Golden Cangue” and “Agarwood Incense: The First Censer.” Thus, this paper based on Eileen Chang’s
concept of turquoise color inducts the imagery and effects arising from those turquoise colors through “the body
and clothing” and “transfer of arrangement of space.” Finally, | generalize that turquoise items project the ghastly
and desolate style of Eileen Chang. At the same time, it implies that the protagonist has lucid self-awareness in
Eileen Chang’s short stories.
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