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The relationship between specialization and behavioral choices among
cyclists-The moderating effect of place attachment
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Abstract

As bicycles’ functions are constantly enforced, high-quality services are being strengthened, and
island-wide bike tracks are not only being discovered but also systematically constructed. A cycling
craze has swept Taiwan in recent years, changing the habits of local people’s recreation. Recreation
specialization as “a continuum of behavior from the general to the particular, reflected by equipment,
and skills used in the sport and activity setting preferences”. Recreation specialization has proven useful
in identifying types of users and affective feelings they have toward to particular activity or place. There
is still a lacuna in the literature for a model integrating place attachment antecedents and consequences
simultaneously. However, few or even no studies have a holistic view of recreation specialization, place
attachment, and loyalty.

The purpose of the present study is to examine the relationship between cyclist’s recreation
specialization, place attachment, and loyalty. Results from a survey of 391 cyclists revealed recreation
specialization and place attachment were significantly correlated; the place attachment dimensions of
“place identity” most influenced cyclists’ loyalty. Cyclists’ loyalty was significantly predicated by both
the recreation specialization and place attachment. Cyclists’ recreation specialization had influence on
their loyalty. Finally, place attachment partially mediates the relationship between the recreation
specialization and loyalty.
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