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Abstract

This thesis is based on literature research: sorting the information from the
interview with Hou, studying the growth background of Hou, and comparing
Taiwanese modernism fiction with Hou’s literature. The first step in this thesis was
the interview: starting with reorganizing the information from the interview with
Hou, as well as finding out what themes from literature influenced him and how
these themes transformed into the inspirations of his films. Secondly, this thesis
was developed by looking into the background of Hou. When Hou was growing up,
it was popular to read Chinese martial art and chivalry novels and films, as well as
many similar films from Japan. These novels and films impacted Hou’s films
tremendously. Finally, while comparing Taiwanese modernism fictions with the
films of Hou, there are many similar themes and characters, and is very worthwhile
to observe. In conclusion, the films of Hou Hsiao-Hsien present the close bond they
have with literature and present definite aspects of modernism.
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