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Abstract

The study evaluated the moderating effect of parent-child interaction on childcare styles and
childhood development (social ability, language, gross motor, and fine motor) among 2 year old child.
The subjects were 112 children and sampled by snowball sampling strategy. The tools included Denver
Il child development scale and parent-child interaction scale, and the data were analyzed by ANOVA
and ANCOVA. The results revealed that before child entered different childcare center, three childcare
styles didn’t have significant differences in four development capabilities. After three month, the child
in daycare centers had better ability of language and social relation. But if child had better parent-
child interaction, they had higher growth in four development capacities. This displayed the quality
of parent-child interaction had moderating effect on childcare styles and childhood development.

Implications for theory, practice and research are discussed.
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