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On the Different Uses of Syllogism and Induction

in Aristotle’ s Philosophy and Rhetoric
HAO Ruyi
(Henan Normal University, Xinxiang, Henan 453007, China)

Abstract ; Syllogism and induction have two kinds of different uses in Aristotle’ s ideological system. In phi-

losophy, induction provides genuine necessary premises for syllogism, syllogism guarantees the inevitability of

reasoning process, and the result is scientific knowledge. In rhetoric, induction manifests as exemplification,

syllogism manifests as argument, both of which need no inevitability and the result is persuasion. These two

kinds of uses by Aristotle have established a close relationship between philosophy and rhetoric and resulted in

the birth of rhetoric.
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