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The Study of Richard B. Norgaard’ s Ideology of

Coevolutionary Ecological Economics and the Ecological Civilization Envisage
ZHAO Wei
(South — central University for Nationalities, Wuhan , Hubei 430074 , China)

Abstract ; Richard B. Norgaard is the founder of ecological economics who maps a coevolutionary research a-
genda for ecological economics. At an epistemological level , coevolution offers a powerful logic for transcending
environmental and social determinism and forms a cross — disciplinary approach in the study of socio — ecological
systems. He identifies four consistent propositions emerging out of coevolutionary studies in ecological economics,
concerning environmental degradation and development failure in peripheral regions,the lock — in of unsustain-
able production — consumption patterns , the vicious cycle between human efforts to control undesirable micro — or-
ganisms and the evolution of these organisms, and the adaptive advantages of other — regarding, cooperative behav-
iors and institutions. Norgaard also conveives of a coevolutionary interpretation of “ecological civilization” initiated
in China. Norgaard’ s study has an important methodological inspiration on current ecological civilization.

Key words : ecological economics ;evolution ; coevolution ; ecological civilization

ul



