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The Theory about Feeling and Intent in Wang

Bis Commentary on Zhouyi
LIAO Haihua
(School of Philosophy, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract ; Different from the emphasis on natural law and celestial phenomena of Yi — ology in the Han Dy-
nasty, Wang Bis Commentary on Zhouyt focuses on human affairs. The reason why Wang Bi makes new interpre-
tations of human affairs is that he could make good use of the concepts of Qing(feeling) and Zhi(intent). On the
basis of Wang Bis theory about feeling and intent, the hexagram statements( guaci) and line statements( yaoci)
concerning the action of humans are reconstructed as the phenomenon of the feeling and intent of the subject. Es-
pecially the charges and injunctions are turned into the theory of self — cultivation about how the subject can
change his own feeling and intent. In Wang Bi% commentary, the theory of feeling and intent is the key link be-
tween the divinatory system and the statements, which provides theoretical depth of human affairs and has high
historical value for Yi — ology.

Key words: Wang Bi; human affairs; feeling and intent; the theory of self — cultivation
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