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The Study of Developmental Process of Practical Knowledge
for Experienced Preschool Teacher

Ting-HuaLin
Department of Early Childhood Care and Education
Cheng Shiu University
Kaohsiung, Taiwan 833, R.O.C.

ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this study was to explore the process of the development of practical
knowledge of three experienced preschool teachers, characteristic, and the influencing factors. A
qualitative approach with life history was applied in this study. The data was collected from in-depth
interviews, and document analysis. Following results were found after two years of research: The
process of the development of practical knowledge of the three preschool teachers was not linear, but
the cycle of stages. From novice to experienced teacher, they all went through the stages of groping,
consolidation, and confidence. Each stage contains a "hardship — challenges — breakthrough"
mechanism, and which promote the process of the development of practical knowledge. The
development of practical knowledge began at the actual teaching experience, and the reflective teaching
was significantly important to promote self-growth. The teaching of experienced preschool teacher
concentrates on the interests and needs of children.The educational of child-centered approach was

practiced. The development of practical knowledge was affected by personal and organized factors.
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