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A Pilot Study of Constructing Students English Learning

Effectiveness Scale at Technology Universities

Kuan-Cheng Hsieh
Applied Foreign Languages Department Kao Yuan

University

Abstract

Most studies of English learning focuses on learning achievement as a dependent variable rather
than learning effectiveness to understand some independent variables. Through an overview of
literature related to this topic, few studies that focused on students at technology universities were
found. Therefore, a need was perceived to construct a scale to investigate English learning effectiveness
in English classrooms at technology universities. The scale in this study was developed by the
following procedures. First, the researchers developed a scale based on the literature and previous
studies, such as Hong (1992), Chu (2000), Wu and Lee (2007), and Newton, Kim, Wilcox and Yeager
(2007), and then, 11 experts from Applied Linguistics and related education fields helped to review the
items of the scale. Finally, after this pilot study, the reliability and validity of the scale were analyzed.
As a result, “English Learning Effectiveness Scale of Students at Technology Universities” was
developed. The 15 items, with another one validity_testing item, on the scale are divided into four
categories: learning concentration, goal attainment, learning adjustment, and resort to resources. It is
hoped that this scale, which was found to have good reliability and validity, will be a useful tool for
future studies in this field, and will help to enhance teachers’ understanding of English learning

effectiveness of learners and to improve learners’ skills of learning effectiveness.

Keywords: learning effectiveness, self-efficacy, scale construction
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