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A Basic Comment on the Study of Taiwanese Opera
Theatre (Nei-tai Ghe-zei-hsi)

Lin, Kuo-Yuan”

Abstract

There are two main popular strains of Taiwanese Opera Theatre (Nei-tai Ghe-zei-hsi), the
one is in the middle stage under Japan occupation 1910-1930), the other is in the first stage
under Nationalist Party (KMT) Government that moved to Taiwan. The Analysis of the these
two currents is the main objects of this paper.

In the first stage, the scholar were Japanese anthropologists who has mentioned the
ex-styles as vehicle-drum show (tche-gou hsi), mixing recitation song (tza-nein-zei) etc. And
the earlist comment on Taiwanese Opera Theatre was the critical opinion by Chen, Ging-Po.

The first contributions to the study on Taiwanese Opera Theatre, surely is no other than
Lu, Sou-Sang. In his “A History of Taiwanese Opera Theatre” , he has noted two points that
was accepted later by Prof. Jeng, Yung-Yi: 1.Taiwanese Opera Theatre was professionalized
soon after it entered city, 2. Being as a sort of somewhat completely theatre type, Ghe-zei-hsi
takes the place of Peking Opera.

The first system study on Taiwanese Opera Theatre is Chiu, Kun-Liang’s “4 Research on
Taiwanese Theatre under the Japan Government”. And after fullfilled the Editing projet on
Playscripts of Gon-Yue society, he contributes ““Chen, Cheng-San and Gon-Yue society” as the
most deeply study on Taiwanese Opera Theatre that is commented in this paper.

The study on Taiwanese Opera Theatre now is become a grand career, but the aspect of
interior stage (Nei-tai) is so limited and so few owing to there was no playscript reserved (by
that time there remained scnario and performance in improvization), nonetheless there leaves

the space for further study such as : the roling singing (gun gua-ah) as its originated root, the

* Professor, Department of Theatre Arts, Taipei National University of the Arts
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traditionality, the space tribution, the modernity, the transformability, and its relation with
taiwan cultural sign system etc., all reveal the complex aspect if the fields of the interior stage

(Nei—tai).

Key words: Taiwanese Opera Theatre (Nei-tai Ghe-zei-hsi), Lu, Sou-Sang, Chiu, Kun-Liang,

Taiwan Culture, Sign System
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