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The Policy and Practice of “Transfer of Development
Rights” for the Historic Preservation in Taiwan

Lin, Chung-Chieh™

Abstract

This article analyses how the TDR system was formed in Taiwan, and inquires into
Taiwan central government for the origin and the usage of TDR, as well as the use of the
policy & practice. This article also compares Taipei City and Taipei County Government’s
experiences on applying TDR, and studies the differences between those using TDR for
preserving historic areashistoric buildings and those using TDR for other purposes. It
criticizes TDR for obtaining public lands on the usage TDR for preservation. Compare Taipei
City Government’s with central government’s aims for TDR, this article discusses how Taipei
City Government establishes the TDR mechanism, and applies it as a preservation mechanism
for historic areas such as the Dihua Street District, and the different policies for usage the TDR
take obtaining public lands. Thereby, this article analyzes the different practices of TDR
between central government and Taipei City Government, and compares their different results.
Based on the analytical discussion on Taiwan case study and theoretical arguments on national
policies on preservation, the final section of this article critically reviews the practice of TDR
in Central Government, and suggests proposals of improvement or reform. On the theoretical
level, this article identifies the precise practice framework and supporting criteria for TDR
acting as a strategic instrument for historic preservation. The framework and criteria which
carefully examined through case study and argumentative discussion provide insights and

suggestions to advance TDR practice for Local and Central Government, and structuralise the

* Chief Secretary of Department of Urban Development, Taipei City Government ; Adjunct Assistant

Professor of National Taipei University of Technology ; Ph.D. , University of Tokyo
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diverse delivery mechanisms for urban planning and preservation.

Key words: Preservation, Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) , Development Rights,
Urban Design Review, Policy Analysis
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