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A Study of Cultural Landscape in Religious Processions
of Matzu Pilgrimage

Hou, Jing-Shoung *; Lee, Su-Hsin ™

Abstract

Recently cultural landscape is getting important in the field of geographical research,
which focuses on the interaction of culture and environment. Cultural landscape is a
representation of the local space environment, where a collective memory and identity of
people can be presented. Matzu is an important folk religion in Taiwan, the original purpose of
the religious processions was to strengthen the faith and belief, and to promote the religion as
a spiritual pillar for the residents. The religious processions ceremony is closely related to the
surrounding environment. This research analyzed the three routes of Matzu’s processions:
Taichung Dajia Matzu, Yunlin Peikang Matzu, and Miaoli Baishatun Matzu. This research
explored the spatial characteristics of the processions routes corresponding to the contents of
the ceremony, behaviors of the residents and tourists and the relationships to the spatial
environments. A narrative presents the cultural characteristics of Matzu processions ceremony
and metaphor meaning of religious story. The results showed that (1) the three most famous
routes of Matzu processions exhibit different religious rituals and spatial content due to the
routes, districts, and the hosting temples. (2) The types of Matzu processions ceremony
include carnival-type, routes chosen by Matzu, and fixed-routine routes. (3) Different Matzu
processions ceremony highlights the richness of ritual and the diversity of specific spatial
environments. (4) Ritual behavior is a kind of intangible cultural landscape, besides a specific
time, no obvious visible traces are left in the space for people to explore. Keen geographers
must trace the sacred rituals and material in the development process in the space. (5) Matzu

processions ceremony has religious ritual characteristics, but such culture heritage event is
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Professor, Department of Geography, National Taiwan Normal University.
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classified as festival type, which ignored cultural significance and decreased the significant
linkage between religious sanctity and space. (6) The process of processions presented
popularization and commercialization of post-modern phenomenon, which also highlighted

the performance element of rituals and the process of secularization.

Key words: Cultural landscape, Religious processions, Festival events
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