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Labor Sites as Battlefields: The Historical Narratives and
Collective Memories Based on Workers’ Monuments of
Construction Industry in Taiwan

Ku, Yu-Ling*

ABSTRACT

This study focuses on the historical exploration of workers’ monuments in the construction
industry. There are plenty of monuments next to the roadside, reservoirs, buildings, tunnels, and
railway stations. What does those monuments express based on the three periods of time based on
the Japanese colonized, the National Government ruled, and Martial Law lifted. According to the
history of Taiwan modern construction more than a century, the transition of the regime are closely
linked with the military construction, from the colonial period to raise the military's contractors, to a
large number of post-war veterans made up of the composition of the campaign and labor
continuity. The historical narratives presented by the workers' monuments are mostly praising
sacrifices, and rare reflections on labor safety.

As to those workers’ monuments built after Martial law lifted, are there historical narratives
different from previous ones because of the process of globalization of capital and labor, political
loosening and the rise of civil society? | explored the political and economic context of building
workers” monuments in construction industry by studying historical documents, analyzing the form
and content of the monuments after fields exploration. According to the tripartite wrestling from
labor, capital, and government, I divide workers’ monuments into three types of heritage, political

and participatory types, and analyze the possible collective memory of the reproduction.

Keywords: workers’ monuments, construction industry, occupational injury, collective memory,

historical narrative

*  Ph.D. Program in Cultural Heritage and Arts Renovation Studies. Taipei National University of the Arts.
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